IDEALISTIC  THOUGHT   OF  INDIA
thought in its fullness can be comprehended to an appreciable
extent. Then can the actual drift of an idea be traced out. And
the study of Indian idealism has particular value in this con-
nection. In its light, the true nature of idealism is better grasped;
the problem of idealism and its solution are thrown into greater
relief.
II
NEED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF PURE METAPHYSICS
IN INDIA
So far Indian philosophy as taught in our universities and colleges
has been applied European metaphysics. Pure metaphysics by
itself, without an admixture of religion, is not much known to
the Indian, Except in the heterodox systems of Buddhism and
Jainism, the reverence for authority like the Sruti is too strong.
Fortunately, due to the elasticity of the Sanskrit language,
absolutely opposed theories could be based<upon the Upanisads;
and free and independent thinking was made possible.'* Yet taking
Indian philosophy including the heterodox systems as a whole,
the modern philosophical study began with naive and superficial
comparisons. Points similar to those in the Western thought were
sought after,' and our ancient philosophers were complimented- on
having raised them: Metaphysics was treated as if it was a mono-
poly of the West; and, by applying its ideas, scholars attempted
to estimate the value of Indian philosophy. The natural result
has been the devaluation of Indian philosophical ideas. These
attempts have missed the underlying spirit of Indian thought,
the value of which was gauged from outside and not from within.
Indian philosophy, as pure philosophy, may be said to have
begun its life with the work of Professor Radhakrishnan. He it is
who tried successfully, for the first time, to disentangle the
strands of pure metaphysics from the complex web of Indian
philosophical writings. And much inspiration for this study has
been derived from his works^ But as more or less an historian of
Indian philosophy, he did not adopt any single perspective into
which he could throw all the systems. The work has to be under-
taken by others, though the ground has been broken by him.
Pure metaphysical ideas in Indian thought have to be thrown
together into a perspective, their direction studied, and their
possibilities understood, Indian philosophy has to be turned into
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